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I can pot help wondering as I étana here in Toblach, 50 cloSel&
identified with Mahler and his late masterpieces, what influence this

_unimaginably beautiful landscape had on the man and his music. Therg

. ¥loan be no doubt of coursé about Mahler's enthusiasm for Nature. He
was no passive qbserverrof landscape but an acti#e explorer of it,
especilally on foot. We know of hié fondness for walking amid the lakes
and mountaiﬁs, and can guess with Some certaint§ of being right that
what attracted him to mountains wés their silence, that unidue silence
which' in fact constitutes an aural experience in itself, a silence

that is ifself a sounqu '-It is a silence moreover that magically articu-

: létes any natural séund that may impinge upon it - the cry of a bird,
cowbells from the valleys below, the murmuring of a mountain stream.
11 these sounds, the /@%ﬂ%@ﬁ&% of which might be lost when they Fform
part of the larger chorus of noise which surrounds-our day to'day life
on earth, are heard sharp and clear, each with its own sonorous
physioé%bomy, in the context of silence.

Now all this may begin to éound like poetic rhapsody, of which

- we have had more thaﬁ enough in the decades SineeAMahler‘s death. Bubt
in fact my purpose is somewhat different, not to'rhapéodize but to
remind us of something very essential about Mahler, that he walked

not only on his feet but also with his ears: that a walk for this wholly

extradrdinary man waé as much a sonorous experience as a matter of
‘physical lo¢omotion._ In short we have to remember that for a walking
comboser his ears are at least as important as his eyes; and in Mahler's
case I shall want to suggest his eyes performed a role much more complex
than drinking iﬁ)in a general way)the grand beauty of lake and mountain.
Mahler's eyes, I think, could be almost as sbecific as his ears. This

is a point to which T shall return. For the moﬁeﬁt, let us stick to

‘his ears.




_8.-

X -uu/ -—Q-'E-S-RL'J- eaJd] 9yl *98JOATUN. BYY JO SOUG'FJSdXS O'!IC[.SHOD'B:E g, JJoTUel UT 894004
2 2
XW‘
89T pey ggeTayjlauou g o qoe;;e pUB UCTIULQUT SIT UT OTIH8TTeJINGEU qou

" STToquAs Araueutwe-sad ST puodeg eyj JO OTEUTS oy3 UT BzUSpEO 4BSJS Jeyl
-efrqm 24BU% ‘ﬁaAoeJom"qqnop ou aaey T *UOTATSOdWoD JO s8TnJd 8yj3 03
qo09fgns aJe pTJoM Tesd 8yj Ut seATasmeqq SPJTq ©yj} UBY3 940U ou GUTIJBq
au3 Jo Auueaﬁq oyq Aq punog qou odeM 3T Se ST yoTuM ‘ﬁuospatq aqq ;o? B
oangBu PeJNSEAWUN 924] 9yj Je[notjJed UT pue BZUSpED U3 JO JOJOBIEUD
Raogestroadut-Tsenb ‘esa) ayg ST ATtexoedse uotquesse Aw sdidd jeym qng

*ou0 8sTJdans 07 SNUTQUOD 8JeL) pafoTdwe senbTuyoey AJ0JBAOUUT Y[

2 ‘ON Auoydwdg jo aTBUTJ 8yl mé&g ézuepeg :Aetéi

1o8eseed oTgENJENRS STUY JO nok putwRd augTm I JT JepuoM T *BJTT
TeUJSYS PUB quatT ‘fedoy Jo eé;mo&d ays ‘yades pur s3IT JO uo;sueﬁ pue
TTRARIG BUl JogJe sjuesedded ATsans qeuq‘%auxqmoo oT000Td pue 84nTJ U9
‘PITq oyl JO EBTJR PTNbIT oyg pespul sT 4T 'ﬁ@béqﬁaxq ‘ATauURDTJTUSLS
nseeT ou ‘pue pue St{éggﬁy{argo no petrdwoo BZURDED TEJUSWNIYSUT

o8nil B UJTM 3T STTTJ USY3 pue 20USTIS JO JusWow B S99BIJ0 ‘LqTATIOR pUE

qnaquy TBJAE8UDJI0 JO 28BIT8J 180438 B J99Je ‘JuoTyep ‘eoeds OT4SNOOE

Jo uoTgeJoTdxe TEOTPed B pUB 8J3E8yl op dnoo & yg0q STUOTYm ‘Auoududs

oyy UT aJngounf TeOTITJO STY3 3y  “esTpeaed o3 pesp SUj Jo UOTHBASTS

TeUTJ SU3 0% SPEST YOoTUM suocuuns eyj “17eddy essodd Jeq ‘Auoyduwdg

puooas eﬁq JO OTEUTJ 2Uj3 UT €ZUSPED JeeJd oyj ‘odusgaodill pue 4e9J4s3ut
JeTnotqded Jo st auo sdeyged qng *SNJOM JBTTJED 2yjg wodj sordiexs
Kuew egonb pTOD T (-aéqqo yore 09 Avs 09 yonu pey éAeq JUFTW USBTSSON
pue Je{qew suoTe goedsad §TUY3 UT 2BUL JUEnoyl ueq;o‘eAequ) “PJITq

e JO Aao Jo Juos oyg JO OTISTW STY quT UOT9BJIOdJOOUT B3 J99UN0dUL 0F
‘a{dmexe JoJ ‘sxJom eqeT STY TT4un JTem 04 oA®BY 7,UCpD 9M ~uado useq

chemIR pRY SJBs §,J0TUeH ‘8uos £ DJTqoTEN §,8JN38N JO WJOJ SUO OF
. s




‘E""

AJeutpJaoedgxe €97 9BY3 pegseding pue oFessed qeYl Anoqe UsgjTaM aAey T

22°dTd 8Jojeq

|

Jeg §%§w0p 03 gL"BTd WodJy paTuosqay, ‘PeTT SBU AV
T UCT9TUZoosd
Jo ano qou ATutejdsd 4nq ‘uotjeutdewt STY £q pam&ogsueaq uayq pue sJes
s, JoTye Aq paATe0ad useq Sey YOTUM pJngeN wodj usyej OTsnl B ST STUL
L iUTe QIBTUOS qTeM =Td
UeBTOM7 UedUT UT TIT48 uosooy Tedo) o1d,

:doaTs 09 SJopusdJns pPTJOM .8y3 oJoJeq 4snl edanjeN JO Spunos

oyl ausunoop ATINJylTel] se SQIJDSép yonuw O 30U 80P JSTYEBH  “PJIOM
Buodm U3 ATOJTIUR ST posput ,UeTqdTJose(,  "PUSDSSpP SOUSTTS pue JUSTU

USUM auSHWIoWl SU3 4B SPJIq sy JO SBUTJS34TM] PUB SBUTJJTYS TBUJINGOOU o4}

saqTJ0sep ATTEOTUdRJE JoTUe eJoym oBessed syg - opJl J8p UOA PITT SE(Q

JO ,paTuosqy, oug ut juswdoTassp €TUY Jo oTduexe oTqEMJEwS] B ST SJBYJ
*peJamoT ATTEBOTPERJ pue Jeqqangzaém 9JNaeN JO S4USA® pUB SPUNOS U3 pue
(htéﬁﬁﬁ§ﬂﬁﬁ) OTENW 448 UemMisq SJSTJJEQ ayg qéIUM-UI“SXII,nOK:JI ‘wgTTEO JO
‘WSTTRJNGRBU JO PUTY MBU B (WTY J0J) SB JO HUTU3 JUSTW SuO 9BUM SPJBMOY
‘aeTnotraded Ut Euo€:?dtq Jo pue ‘oanaeN Jo uoTaedussedded OTTOQUAS JO
SATIBJIOODD ‘SATIRJINGTI € wé&; £Aeme pansow oJ0ul pue aJow ‘pedoTassp JoM STY Se
pue JopTO MRJF oy st ‘JSTUEW  "pepITOXs 8¢ O} DuE Jadoadut sue s&aqﬁo

STTUM jJaB 0% Jodoad eJe yoOTUM S4USAS pUB SPUNOS JO ‘uoTqJododd TBOTSSEBTO

JO ‘qJde JO suoTgeJepTsSUOcDd Aq pSUTEJqsdooun ‘adnqu Jo Wopdaa] »aujy AUTY3

TN 24y im0

QUBTW SUO S§40RTJOJ BZUSPEO BYj U JUSE" eqn{g eqq JO atrgoa 9adJ oul
3L Ok,
] “OTENW OJUT
weys WJOJSUBJG pUE WYy 9FeTTWISSE 09 ~ Snfued sTY SOTT 9SJNod JO UTSJaUM-
-fgToedeD STY 03 pUE WSYJ GNOUE PJEsl ASUj JBUM 03 SJES §,J9TUel JO esuodsed

- eyg J0J vesds sssyjl TTE ‘Sﬁospa;q paJnsesiiun 2yj ‘spunos syg Jo



. L.\ .

a ["5T4 03 §°91d 8075q 84%q 2

(SUTTUNA W sUSNunAL J8@, AVId

DL PRTURSQY; QU3 WO OFe OoM] J0 jquswmow B paferd

I 2eys oFessed TBUINGOOU SUj WOJJ PUNOS Jo 3do0U00 qUaJ9JJTp AJeA B pue
2JN9L5J40 QUaJSIJIP AJSA B ‘UOTHTIPEJIZ POUSTIQeRIss JuoT AQ psuoTyTpuod
ﬁaeq gey Juos osoUM ‘pJarq OTTOoqUAS ' ATTedtoutrad sT STyl ‘g9J40us Ul a7

popTacad ATSUTBTITQO sey Jesodwod oyl yoTum UITM SOATQOW oyy JO gno Juos

€41 PTTNQ 03 Ajroeded JurTyTJls B UITM TTE 9Aoqe pue Furseayd peoueTEq JO, -

wnm—————

PJATq pegeonpe ATTeSTSnW pue psuyéaq TTeM LAdoa B ST STUY ‘smoys oTdwexs
axau Aw se'qng *98J9 8Uj UT SUTBUTS PJTq 9Yyj JUTJIEBSYJILAC JOUSY BUj
Jeay 09 sh sgTwsad JSTUEW puy  19UOBN Jogn usumioy Tes ‘ep 98T ZUd]
Ja(, - dutadg Jo soussedad syj Jo UOIQEMJIJUOO.SQQ ‘UOTAETIOUODSd pue

adoy jo oBessen © Jo8uls oTgsTwIssed syj sBUTJq Jey] PJTQqQ B ST 3T ‘Buocs

oug Jo oydodqs pJTUG ouy U, FUTTUNS WT sussundl Jed, ‘PeTT seq

JO quawsAOUW Y3JTJ Qyy ‘eTdwexe JoJ ‘axei *3JOM swes oyg uT pesodesxnl

aJde ‘geTdeqBJals oMl |yl ‘;anqem Furgedodaooutr JO sepouwl oMy aqﬁ fITeSaT

Dot Seq UT ‘pospul 9T JO osn opew ay 584n00 JO usyq ‘ooJdnosed B

SE 91 popesu oy UusuMm *BUOSDPJTQ JO 98N OTTOQUWAS JO SATIBJIODSD ‘IATIRINITT
U2 po;ﬁed 9seT STY UT UopuURqe Jayj3e809TE 40U PIP 98400 JO JOTUEl

< gayorouadde btqeqqsae

oMg BUY USMIRq PDULJSIITP TFLq B ST 8J9Y],  *S8STOU TBUJNGOOU Joyjo

pue 5u0§:?d1q TENGOE UJTM oJoM 4T B 4nq OTTOqUAS Y4TM 40U 3T POTTTJ

“AWTY STUY ang ‘Auqum@é}pﬁooeﬁfeqq jo OTBUTJ 9Uj UT PTP oY 88 ‘o0uelTs

JO JUSUOW B POYESJO SBY JOTUEN utede soug  ‘Buos pJTq JO UOTHBINOT4JE.

SATSTOUT pue QUEBTTTITJIG B sesTadwoo gng ‘antq e ‘pusTq & 09 sJtdse
q0u seop 2Byl ‘eqou am ‘msTuoTsssJdur Ue gng fusTuoTsseoJdur UBTJISTUERH

.- JO DUTY B 09 JUNOWE UOTFBIUSUNJIGSUT SNOTOEPNE pUB UOTJBZTUERSJIO OTATIOW



i

7° 914 09 £°3T4 @J4039q Jeq T ,PaTyosqy, PaT] SBU XV
:ssaupeanseewuﬁ
Aaoqestaocadut ‘AJ0gBAOUUT S4T UO JETnOFﬂJEd‘UI pue oquItqqeégntg aﬁq uo
ang éo;on oyg uo gsnl gou 9)BJJUSOUOD SN 49T pue ‘SOATIRITORJ O3 JO
48JdTJ 2ud ¢, poTuosqy, syl woJj sFessed SnoweJ B Mou Jeeq sn 4o *ApoTeu
peJdnseswun Jo MOTJ SNOMUTIUOD B SPTOJUn qorqm;/ﬁ{; pue oToootd JoJ genp
posTAcadLTI-TSEND ‘594 ATsnoTToAJEN BYY pUR -‘STRUTJ SYUJ WOJJ BZUSPED
ayua ‘Auoqdmﬂébpuooeg a1 woul atdwexs 9sJT] Al Joqusmwsd TTTM NOJ “1TE a®
Buospd1q Jo UoTgequassJadad TBJDITIT © 40U ST 4T 9408] UT qﬁnoqq ‘eueyds
-sxqq woJtJ oTdwexs TeUTJ eﬁo pJaEMJIO] BUTJQ 8W 98T pue jueTded oq TTTM noA
sdeyued qng ~ggooxs 09 sdeyJed ‘BUOSPJTQ FnOQE 40T B PeyTel 9By T
* ApoTau
q??fﬁ_k7/ pue wqq&gi.;o SPTeTd 2Uyl ut &tTeroedSé(seanqueq TeuoTqTsodwoo ageT
§,J0TUBW JO wopest] IUISBLJIOUT JoAas 9Uj Due Jo93eT SUj SOZTJS30BJIBUD
1BYg wobee&; peJnsesuun 9U3 ST 3S0W 8l 89489J499UT qeys e&nqeﬁ Jo otrsnu

®Uj pUB OTSHUl UMO §,JOTUEH UoamMieq dIUSUOTIBTSd ayg Jo goedse ayf

—
-

JBUTHUTIYL TBOTSNW §,JSTYBWUO daN3EN JO PoudNTIUT
aua Aem ngButuesu Aue uT AJTAUOpPT 01 9Tde oM ;;e (Aem Jayaour 41 and
09 J0  $9SJRATUN TBJINGRU eqﬁ JO spunos oyg .UT ‘BUOSPJT] UT 9460J09UT
Jetnotaded €, 0TUB S8 AJTIUSPT 03 AJjy pTNoys oM gjeyy ‘usyg ‘9T SeM 3BUM
*FuospdTq JO uoTgeoTTded TeJS4TT ‘TNJUITEI B SUTASTIUOR JO SS8UTSNG 9U3j UT
q0U SeM 9ans aq Aswl 8M JSTYBW 4nd *UOTATPRJG OTTOQUAS JO BATIEBJIODDD
JOTTJE2 1BUY JO TTE 2E 2Jed ou psuJol YOTUM UOT3onpoJddsd Jo £aTOoTUgUagNE
JO pUTY & ‘UOTATpEJY MU B JUTUSTIURASe SBm oy MOY *,Patyosqy, oyl woJ
toTduexs %u;paoeddieqq UT pue ‘UuoT4Tpedd Ut qéog SUO pBy JOTUEN MOY
oTdwexs 98B 9BYY UT UMOUS 9ABY i *sasodand umo Jatayy éAJ@é’OQ %uos::
i:bJIq BuradTaosuo0 JO 4TGRY SU3 UT uUeeq JUoT oAry SJSSOdwOO'pUE ‘SJéEUIS
MO g,eanqey ‘SUBTOISNW §,2Jn3BN oJ4B SPpJTd  *OIshw STY O4UT BUO%:PJIQ
'Su;pt1nq aaneN JO BA0T ogqeqdwé ue-qqu Jogoduico B 9qnoge Ieﬁoquaoxa Lasa

JuTyjou TTE JoqJe ST oJ3Ul Jeul AIJadéad ATa0871asd anBae UdTW aug



~g-

psounoucJsd aJow sweoaq 4Byl Uyndg e ‘4T Ul ygndag JO JusueTe Ue UByg 90U .

ST 2J9U3 qeqq UOTA0TAUCD AW ST 94T ang *oxol ® JOo wJdoJ @yj ul oTsnm pue;

adeospueT ueemisq dTysuoTjered 8yj JO 4USnoyy syj Jursseudxe seMm s8anoo

~Jo Jetqewcyewtq ayg 2B U0 BUTHJIOM SeM aq-seM a; AuoydwAs J9ASUDTUM UT

- ,otsnu Au ut TTe 9T pesodduoo gsnl oA, T, ‘pTes JoTUeW ‘,dey3 3noqe Addom

9,u0(, *adeospue] SUTPUNOJJNE U3 JUTJITUPE pPuB WTY SUTITSTA SEM OUM

puetJal B ¢ PTES a0ouo JTosSWIy Jerqewfiquqamos JO peputued we T  °5ofe

STU Udnouayj bue yijim gaateodad oy qeym Aq pedusnTJUT 8q 09 OIsnuw §,Josodwod
e JoJ otqrssod ATTesd ST 9T Joyieym FuTyse oq TTTM NOA 3gnop ON

“soha 81y

0STe 9ngq SJee €,JoTUEW ATUO Jou Jyudned eARY JUITW YOTUM 2J4ngeN JO sedanjes]
JOU40 9noge UTYJ DUE 4USWOW B JOJ SpJTq wodJ Aeme 998 04 quem I

*TTeJIUSTU edojaq pJtq 9y3 Jo Juos 4seT ayg

pue yoeg JO XTW SNOTORPNE UB 03BITTqQqO 99nTJ §,J8TUEl UT JESY 03 POU03eJ]

‘ ?ﬁyrvg -Je] JoygsFoqTe qou ST 4T ‘odeOSpue] UTBILNOW TEUanodu © 09 spuodsod
gsTuc8eqoad 8yg UOTUM UT ¢, paTyosqy, oyj WOJJ] SATIRITOSJ qsathaq% JO qusquod
pue 9xe3uo0 OT4e0d 9yl 4UNOOOR O4UT S8xe] SUO USUYM puy “aJangeny Jo

DTSUW

w;o sataaemwﬁse ays Aq ‘ATsnotosuocoun ATUO JT ‘pPauocTqdTpuod useq

, E oqe% Iqqo,ﬂnzg ﬁdeuthOEque aeya Jo odeys 99JdJ 9Uj SWI] Lues ayy 9e
n. ﬂ »!q 'ﬁﬂ%??ﬁ,
‘SDUSHIJUT yoegd queutwopeJd ya EUIZTu%ooaJ oTTUM ‘qJaoys uj °91q9114uooeJJI
oo
IUBnoya aAry PTNOM SUC ATTBWJIOU UDTUM SSOUSNTJUT pUR SJQUSWDTS OTsnu
STY ysnodyq pue UT sejeddajur oy ‘ALem Jeyjoue 3T and o3 Jo (usyjoue
opNTOXe 40U €00p BFUTYJ |UO ‘OTsnu §,J8Uel UT US9JO OS s®e qng  "yoeg JoO

TSN 9Y2 UBUY OJNGEN WOJJ J9UjzJan] 408 4ou pTnod euo J4eyd MUutyj ystuw auQ

*SEeqRlUE) pUB SUOTESEJ  STY UT T4ESTTQQO TRIUSUNJASUT §,Uoed Jo oTA3s oyj ur

pue (TOTEEEJ MOUJIE 9SS Oyl JO JeJTupe 4esJdd B sem JoTUEN) jg%OIQJEd

UT SUOTEsed @ WOJJ SOATIRITOSI §,Uyokg UT ‘yodoeg UT S300J 84T SE
. b b i ] h 5

‘9AT9EYTOS JBYY Jo qdesuoo suy 9Byl ol 09 JEITO ST 9T ‘JOAOBUION -, ipeepuI”
 pJIQ OSONAJTA B 9g PTNOM 4T ‘058D 2aUj aJaM qeqirgy ~BUOsSpJaTq penTTpun

ST 28J9U7l JEdY oM ABUM JEU] Suods SUTASeTINS TTE 4B 10U We T MON




thswmlnor SR

as Mahler moved into his late bhase. Let me illustrate this point with

another example from the 'Abschied' of Das Lied, the extraordinary oboe

melody that intriauces the text describing both the sight and sound of

“a murmuring stream creating its own melody in the darkness and amid

the flowers palely glowing in the twilight. It is technically one of

the most radical imspivabiens and challenging inspirations in Das Lied:

PLAY: Das Lied, 'Abschied', Figs. 7 to 5 bars after Fig.10

What is striking about that passage is 1lts exceptional rhythmic
asymmetry. There is no bar in the melody which repeats a previously

| A
established rhythmic pattern: each bar is rhytymically unique. The

- melody extends itself systematically through bar-by-bar -rhythmic

variation. Moreover, this melody whifly is built out of an additive
r“"\

chain of aSJmmet}rles is itself accompanied by figuration with its own

L. Wtfi p'/"

bullt—ﬁkrhythmlc asymmetny: the clarlnets' nd harp%ﬁ)alternatlons of

more, there is scant harionization of the melody in any conventional
sense and.as you. will surély have noticed, a conspicuous absence of
punctuation or tradiﬁional cadencing: the melody wanders irregularly
?Luntll it is abruptly cut off. Finally, Mahler 1ntroduces ?St an

asymmetry, which would not be possible, but an 1ﬁ§t 111£;}k3nt0 the

e

mode, thgwggxéh%n which the passage is conceived. F is finally

established after the ambiguity of the first two bars of introduction,

but it is an F in which Mahla@éfor 5 bars mizkgﬂiiﬁl%y sharpens the

fourth degr of the scale -8 _fl fl r beoomes natural - which lends

B S —

the melody an unfamili ar, uncertain colour, thus complementing the

0“6 ! LAN‘{K‘*”
1Pregular1tﬂeq %f the rhythm and ontougs of the melody. Perhaps we

i,

might hear this passage just once agaln, at least down to the entry of the

voice:

2. Lhind.grouped..in, pattepns of 3's and 2' Further-
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